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Skinner; Shawn Hickman; Kelvin War-
field; Rupert Everton Samuels; Michael 
Smith; Craig Deshields, Jr.; Jarmar 
James; Darell Alston, Jr. 

Robert Michael Mange; Lamont Scur-
ry; Charles Adams; Tyrin Diggs; James 
Mckoy; Hassan Fields; Bruce Fleming, 
Jr.; Umika Smith; Charles Jackson, 
Jr.; Shaquil Hinton; Charles Dobbins; 
Keith Leon Booze; Jennifer Jeffrey 
Browne; Kester ‘‘Tony’’ Browne III; 
Justin Mensuphu-Bey; Eladio Bennett; 
Pierre Rafael Edwards; Terrell Patter-
son; Marie Shade Adebayo; Gerald 
Smith. 

Tony Moody; Davontay King; Kevin 
Jones; Ronnie Walden; Arnesha Bow-
ers; Elery Hudson; Antoine Johnson; 
Jamon Corprew; Curtis Mitchell; Je-
rome Grant; Eric Bernard Talbert; 
Brandon Brown; Michael S. Mont-
gomery; Bruce Wayne; Bernard Dorsey; 
Allen Durant Gilbert; Henry McArthur; 
Tommy David Thomas; Spencer Lee 
McCain; Terrence Demond. 

Brian Augins; Ivan J. Cox, Jr.; Lon-
nie Bernard Paye, Jr.; Nathaniel 
Wheeler; Edward Burroughs; Craig Ivan 
Corbin, Jr.; Derwin Jones; Gerald 
Thompson; Jacqueline Parker; Lamont 
Randall; John F. Davis; Eric Renard 
Forrester; Gary Jackson; Steven Jus-
tin Lewis; Darrius Johnson. 

Tyrell Hardy; James Ricardo Smith; 
Dante Barnes; Gregory Higgins; Tyrone 
Johnson; Marvin Coston, Jr.; Frederick 
Samuel Taylor; Daryl Sylvester King; 
Ronald Davon Penn; Robert Lee Jack-
son; Damon Tisdale; Delvin Trusty; 
Terron Singleton; Julian Roary Sr.; 
Julian Roary Jr.; Ian Roary. 

Adrian Kinard; Hudson Bhagwat; Albert 
Mullen; Jefferson Bolden; Daquan Mason; 
Clerow Myers III; Damon L. Ramsey; Cody 
Lacey; Charles Diggs; Marcus Downer; 
Jaswinder Singh; Michael Polston; Lorod C. 
Warner; William Hasenei; Robin Hasenei; 
Donte Dixon, Jr.; Gregory Tynes; Terrence 
Boy; Alvin Phillips. 

Dommeir D. Deshields; Shakina Marie Per-
kins-Moody; Christopher Lowel Giles; Joseph 
Titus Abariko; Sandeep Bhulai; Jerome Smith; 
Steven Frank Krug; Kelly Lorraine Shortt-Ham-
ilton; Daniel Ray Shortt, Sr.; David Lamont 
Nolan; Marquis Caldwell; Franklin Morris; Tyrik 
Adams; Melvin Heckstell; Asshams Pharoah 
Manley; Tyrone Anthony Creighton; Chris-
topher Allen Garrett; Kevin Carey; Felix 
Nazas; J.R. Reid Franklin. 

Paul Hilroy Passley; Brandon Smith; Angelo 
Yancy; Jajuan Mcrae; Charles S. Hall; Karlyn 
Serane Ramirez; Ryan Mims; Michael Thomp-
son; Tryonte Worrell; Keith Gale; Kason Wil-
liams; Taurean Beard; Stonie Baker; Joshua 
W. L. Hodge, Sr.; Romel Simms; Kirk Butler; 
Michael Nichols; Thomas Meehan; Troy 
Midder; Darris Darnell Davis. 

Darius Edward White; Tonyado Johnson; 
Pierre Epps-Hamilton; Dante Lamont Barnes; 
Michael John Compton; Antonio McNeil; Cecil 
Harris; Kevin Cannady; Rayshawn Jones; 
Javon Langston; Amir Billings; Keith Harrison 
McLeod; Tayvon Wilson; Junanito Mosquita; 
Brian Johnson; Ernest Lott; Garland Johnson; 
Deyquawn Charvez Cooper; Tylique Proctor; 
Gordon Williams; James Gaylord; Harry 
James Smith, Jr. 

It is time to end the violence. It is 
time to end the silence. It is time for 
this Congress to do something. 

f 

AMULYA GARIMELLA—2015 DIS-
COVERY EDUCATION 3M YOUNG 
SCIENTIST CHALLENGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate an outstanding 
student scientist in Pennsylvania’s 
12th Congressional District, Amulya 
Garimella. She is one of 10 finalists 
from across the Nation in the 2015 Dis-
covery Education 3M Young Scientist 
Challenge. 

The challenge posed to student sci-
entists across the country was to de-
velop an invention that positively im-
pacts the community. Amulya’s pro-
posal for a distraction-monitoring sys-
tem that alerts users to distraction by 
measuring EEG brainwaves earned her 
a place as a finalist, and her selection 
is well deserved. 

Amulya worked directly with a 3M 
scientist during a summer mentorship 
program to transform her concept into 
an actual prototype. She will present 
her invention during the competition’s 
final event, which will take place next 
week at the 3M Innovation Center in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 

As an ardent supporter of STEM edu-
cation in western Pennsylvania, I am 
very glad that one of our own students 
is representing us in this exciting com-
petition. 

I know Amulya has made her family 
and teachers proud, and Pennsylvania 
can be proud of her as well. She stands 
out as one of tomorrow’s brightest 
leaders in science and technology. Her 
accomplishments serve as an inspira-
tion for other young people. 

It is students like Amulya that will 
help keep America a leader in sci-
entific and technological innovation in 
a global economy. 

I wish Amulya all the best in the rest 
of the competition and congratulate 
her again on everything she has al-
ready achieved. 

f 

WORLD-RENOWNED ROCK CLIMBER 
SASHA DIGIULIAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BEYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and congratulate 
Sasha DiGiulian, a constituent and 
world-renowned rock climber. She is 
the first woman in the world and the 
first American to free-climb one of the 
most difficult routes up the north wall 
of the Eiger in the Swiss Alps. 

I have known Sasha for a long time. 
She is a family friend and a schoolmate 
of my daughter. She began climbing at 
just 6 years old at Sportrock in Alexan-
dria, Virginia, and has since become 
the top female climber in the world. 

She is small, slender, lithe, and incred-
ibly strong. Sasha has the uncanny 
ability to defy gravity. 

b 1030 

Sasha was the overall female world 
champion in 2011, is the reigning Pan- 
American champion since 2004, and is a 
three-time U.S. national champion. 
She is the only North American woman 
and the third woman in the world to 
climb the grade 9a, 5.14d, the hardest 
sport climbing grade ever achieved by 
a woman, doing so in Kentucky’s Red 
River Gorge. 

In August, at age 22, Sasha climbed 
the north wall of the Eiger, a massive 
1-mile vertical rock face in the Swiss 
Alps. This is one of the most difficult 
and deadliest mountains in the world. 
Sixty-four people have died attempting 
the Eiger since 1935, earning it the Ger-
man nickname ‘‘Mordwand’’ or ‘‘Mur-
der Wall.’’ 

It took Sasha and her climbing part-
ner, Carlo Traversi, nearly a month to 
make the climb, facing constant rock-
fall, rain, ice, and snowstorms through-
out their ascent. Sasha became the 
first woman and the first American to 
climb the face via the Magic Mushroom 
route, one of the most difficult paths 
to the summit. 

As if her accomplishments were not 
impressive enough already, Sasha is 
also a third-year student at Columbia 
University, where she is studying non-
fiction writing and business. She has 
been published in National Geographic 
and several other outdoor publications, 
and is an athlete representative on the 
board of the International Federation 
of Sport Climbing. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Sasha on her out-
standing achievements. She is a shin-
ing example of how hard work, deter-
mination, and dedication can lead any-
one to unprecedented heights. I wish 
Sasha all the best in her future ascents 
as she continues to make us proud. To 
paraphrase Maurice Herzog: There are 
other Eigers in the lives of women and 
men. 

f 

NEW LOCAL VA CLINIC IN PLANO, 
TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, our veterans are our protec-
tors and defenders of our democracy. 
For their faithful service and sacrifice, 
I believe that, when our veterans re-
turn home, as a grateful Nation, we 
must provide these men and women 
with good health care. 

Now, the Third District of Texas, 
which I represent, is a deeply patriotic 
community, and it is home to many 
veterans. To help these folks have bet-
ter access to care, for several years I 
have been pushing for a local VA clinic 
to be established in our neck of the 
woods. Well, exactly one week ago we 
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got our good news that a location was 
finally chosen. 

Our new community-based out-
patient clinic will be at 3804 West 15th 
Street in Plano, Texas. The new Collin 
County VA Clinic will make a huge dif-
ference for veterans because they will 
finally be able to receive high-quality 
care closer to home. It is a huge win 
for north Texas, and I couldn’t be 
happier for our community and our 
hometown heroes. 

It was the right thing to do, and our 
hard work is paying off. We are looking 
forward to the clinic finally opening its 
doors in the spring. I want to thank all 
the folks who have helped make the 
local VA clinic a reality. 

I especially want to thank our vet-
erans because they are the reason this 
is happening. They deserve this clinic. 
They deserve our support. Rest as-
sured, I will continue to be a champion 
for our veterans to see that we take 
good care of them. God bless our vet-
erans. I salute them all. 

f 

WE SHOULD STOP TRYING TO RUN 
THE MIDDLE EAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, the same people that got us 
into a very unnecessary war in Iraq are 
now clamoring for military action in 
Syria. These same people that have op-
posed us getting out of Afghanistan, 
even though our troops have been there 
more than three times longer than 
World War II, now demand action in 
Syria. These same people seem to want 
us to be at war in almost every country 
in the Middle East, even though things 
are worse now than when we started 
fighting there many years ago. 

Surely we have learned a very costly 
lesson after spending trillions of U.S. 
taxpayer dollars and losing thousands 
of American lives, that we cannot run 
the Middle East. President Eisenhower 
certainly knew the horrors of war. He 
brought us home from Korea and kept 
us out of all the conflicts and little 
wars during his time in office. 

He did not have to prove that he was 
tough or that he was a great military 
leader. Too many of our leaders or 
would-be leaders seem to be falling all 
over themselves trying to show that 
they are tougher than anyone else. 

With our national debt now totaling 
more than $18 trillion, we simply can-
not afford to intervene in every 
hotspot or conflict all around the 
world. This is not isolationism, this is 
common sense. 

We should have trade and tourism 
with other countries and cultural and 
educational exchanges, but we should 
not be eager to go to war or send troops 
or drones or bombs in mainly to prove 
that we are great world leaders. 

We have too many officials and can-
didates who want to be seen as new 
Winston Churchills. They try to turn 
every two-bit dictator into new Hitlers. 

President Eisenhower, in his most fa-
mous speech near the end of his Presi-
dency, warned us against the military- 
industrial complex. Now some people 
say we have a security-industrial com-
plex as well. 

Most of the threats against us have 
been greatly exaggerated by people and 
companies which make big money from 
all of our foreign interventions. 

If we would stop trying to run the 
Middle East, we could make our own 
country stronger from both a financial 
and security standpoint. While our in-
tentions have been honorable, our for-
eign policies in the Middle East have 
created much hatred and resentment 
for us. 

It was not an American bomb that 
went astray killing 131 people at the 
wedding in Yemen a few days ago, but 
all the reports said it was a U.S.-led co-
alition. So we are getting the blame. 

The air attack on the Doctors With-
out Borders hospital in Afghanistan 
that killed 22 in what the Pentagon de-
scribed as inadvertent was another 
public relations disaster for the U.S. 

We need to stop trying to run the 
whole world. We have enough problems 
of our own right here at home, yet 
many of our leaders seem to feel more 
important if they are concentrating on 
foreign issues. 

It is not the fault of the American 
people, but it is the fault of our liberal 
elitist foreign policy establishment 
that there is so much hatred for Amer-
ica in the Middle East. 

This liberal elitist establishment 
wanted us to go to war in Syria 2 or 3 
years ago, but the public outcry from 
ordinary American citizens was so 
strong against it that their plans had 
to be abandoned. 

Now these same interventionists 
have figured out a way to accomplish 
their goal by resurrecting a Russia 
that no longer exists. Even the dis-
graced General Petraeus said at a hear-
ing last week that Putin’s foreign re-
serves are less than $200 billion. With 
his economy at home in shambles, in 
part, due to low prices for oil and nat-
ural gas, he cannot afford to run Syria 
for long, even if it were possible to do 
so. 

If Putin wants to pursue this folly, 
we certainly should not try to do the 
same, as if it were a competitive ad-
vantage to take over a failed state. It 
would be especially foolish to try to 
take over a messed-up place like the 
Syria of today. Businessmen compete 
to take over very profitable businesses. 
They generally don’t fight over busi-
nesses that are going under. 

While the neoconservatives hate to 
admit it, both Assad in Syria and the 
leadership in Iran are allies in the fight 
against ISIS. ISIS has strength for two 
main reasons: One, resentment for our 
interventions in the Middle East; and, 
two, billions of dollars’ worth of U.S. 
equipment abandoned by security 
forces that we spent billions to train 
who cut and run at the first sign of 
danger. We should not send more young 

Americans to fight and die for people 
who are not willing to fight for them-
selves. 

Dr. Daniel Larison, a contributing 
editor of the American Conservative 
magazine, wrote a few days ago that 
‘‘the U.S. keeps stumbling ahead with 
a war in Syria that it doesn’t need to 
be fighting. All of this comes ulti-
mately from our political leaders’ in-
ability to recognize that there are 
many conflicts that the U.S. should 
avoid all together.’’ Eisenhower recog-
nized this. We desperately need a lead-
er like him again. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, columnist Pat 
Buchanan summed it up best: ‘‘If 
America’s elites continue to assert 
their right to intervene in the internal 
affairs of nations . . . then we are 
headed for endless conflict.’’ 

He said: ‘‘There was a time, not so 
long ago . . . when Americans accepted 
a diversity of regimes abroad. Indeed, a 
belief in nonintervention abroad was 
once the very cornerstone of American 
foreign policy.’’ 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN MATTHEW D. 
ROLAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a true American hero: U.S. 
Air Force Captain Matthew D. Roland 
from Lexington, Kentucky. Captain 
Roland gave his life in service to his 
country when he was killed in Afghani-
stan on August 26, 2015. 

Captain Roland graduated in 2006 
from Lexington Catholic High School, 
where he was a member of the National 
Honor Society and ran cross country. 
He was recognized as a born leader, mo-
tivated and dedicated to all that he 
did, demonstrated by his achieving the 
rank of Eagle Scout in high school. He 
earned an appointment to the United 
States Air Force Academy, where he 
graduated in 2010. 

Captain Roland was an officer in the 
23rd Special Tactics Squadron. He de-
ployed 3 times in his 5 years of service, 
serving in many locations around the 
world. The tragic loss of this brave, 
young man, a patriot to his country, is 
felt by all who knew him. 

Along with a grateful Nation, I honor 
his legacy, embrace his family, and to 
Captain Roland say thank you for your 
ultimate sacrifice for American free-
dom. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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